	General Re Corporation Announces Name Change for its Reinsurance Operations 

	General Re Corporation Stamford, Connecticut: James P. Hamilton, 203-328-5370 Cologne, Germany: Sabine Denne, +49-221-9738-739General Re Corporation today announced it has changed the trade name of its reinsurance operations to 'Gen Re' on a global basis.  "Nine years ago we started the process of bringing together two companies -- General Re and Cologne Re -- with rich histories, profitable traditions and talented staffs. Since then we have worked to build General Re and Cologne Re into one organization operating successfully across the globe. During the past two years we have made substantial progress toward this goal as evidenced by our improved underwriting results around the world," commented Joseph P. Brandon, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of General Re Corporation.  "Accordingly, now is the right time to recognize these accomplishments by changing our global trade name to Gen Re. While we will always be proud of our various heritages, today we are one organization with broad capabilities, consistent values and an unwavering commitment to underwriting excellence. As such, Gen Re is uniquely positioned to provide all of our clients with superior underwriting and claims expertise, responsive service and unmatched financial security," said Brandon.  General Re Corporation, a subsidiary of Berkshire Hathaway Inc., is a holding company for global reinsurance and related risk management operations. It owns General Reinsurance Corporation and a controlling interest in Cologne Re. It operates under the trade name Gen Re. Gen Re is one of the leading reinsurers in the world, and is represented globally by a network of 70 branch offices and subsidiaries in key reinsurance markets around the world. 
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